Win der 1494 
septa ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


ne Grimpuille Comments 


Established Publisher 
by Bellingham 
Edward Historical 
Sawyer Commission 
1973 Chairman: 
Printed by Ernest Taft 
Weston Adv. Agency Co-Chairman: 
Milford, MA Cathy Mucciarone 


BEFORE AND AFTER 


Even though the building and name has Seana emer soscemeremrsnenninandedore 
j changed, over the years this remains one 


of Bellingham's more popular night spots. 


eater =r en Byiite pease os i 
me courtesy /Or re a acc | } 
Gertrude Taylor : 


THE PADDOCK FIFTY"S LOUNGE 


Now 


TO MY VALENTINE 


Sch Uy My husband doesn't like gardening 
= That task is strictly mine, 
KCSNACODONAD I And I never really objected 
: ta Gatelge Until a hoe was my valentine. 
> [=o Bet COU 


The following is the text of the eulogy, 
read at the funeral of Hazel Burr Forsberg. 
It was delivered with much emotion and love 
by her daughter, Sally Forsberg Cody. We 
include it here, as a final tribute, to one 
of our favorite people. Hazel had genero- 
Sity of spirit; and she shared with us her 
knowledge, stories, remembrances and time. 
The Historical Commission is saddened at 
her passing. 
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IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE: 
Hazel Burr Forsberg 


A memoir by her daughter, Sally 


My mother was born in 1896 in Bellingham, 
Massachusetts, the third child of Alice Chil 
son and Willie A. Burr. Their first child 
died in infancy, but mother, her elder sis- 
ter Vestella, and her younger brother Harold 
all thrived growing up close to their 
source on their grandfather's farm. As farm 
children, they enjoyed the kind of magical 
turn-of-the-century childhood that many of 
us dream of, with its home-cooking, sleigh 
rides, and old time church meetings. There 
was a charm and community to those early 
days that Mom loved to remember. Memories 
of her sister Vessie driving the horse and 
buggy to church on Sundays, or on snowy coun 
try roads in winter, as well as many other 
traditions of small town America, sustained 
her throughout her long life. 

Mom attended school in Bellingham until 
the 8th grade, "graduating" in 1910. She 
Spent two years at Franklin High School,and 
two more years at Dean Academy in Franklin, 
Massachusetts, from 1912-1914, all the time 
living at home, travelling from farm to 
school each day on the trolley train that 
ran through her grandfather's farm. From 
Dean she went to the Worcester Normal School 
a teacher's college, from 1914-1916. These 
educational years opened interesting doors. 
She was to spend the next several months in 
New York City as governess to two children, 
experiencing a vastly different world with 
them in their brownstone on 5th Avenue, 
across from the Metropolitan Museum. After 
several months, she went back to Worcester 
and began her substitute teaching career, 
most of the time living at home in South 
Bellingham. She passed the Teacher's Exam- 
ination around 1918, and took a position at 
a two-room schoolhouse, The Dwight School in 
Needham, boarding at a farmhouse; after 
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Dwight it was on to a Needham Heights School 
where she taught first grade. Through all 
of her teaching years she was still devoted 
to her family, now in great need of her care 
Since the death of her mother in 1918. She 
returned each weekend to her family to bake 
and otherwise care for them. It would not 


have occurred to her to do otherwise; Mom 
was a fine young lady faithful to her time 
and place, a fact of which she was justifi- 
ably proud. 

Her next position was an important one. 
She was to spend the next eleven years as a 
kindergarten teacher at the Canterbury School 
in Worcester, where she shared an apartment 
with her friend Leonora. It was Leonora who 
introduced Mom to her future husband one day 
in Rutland, Massachusetts. She and Clarence 
E. Forsberg were married on June 24, 1933 
in the Bellingham Baptist Church. They set- 
tled in a house in the Upton countryside 
that they both loved. Dad was a master me- 
chanic with an artistic spirit and many tal- 
ents which Mom supported wholeheartedly. 
Those talents included pottery making and 
beautiful woodworking that he produced in the 
little boot shop across the street, which 
Mom has now given to the Upton Historical 
Society. Her own talents as a teacher were 
somewhat frustrated during these years, since 
at that time schools did not hire married 
teachers. Any frustration she felt was not 
allowed to subdue or dampen her own strong 
spirit. Though a quiet woman, her sense of 
humor was a fine one, and she enjoyed her 
social life and her many friends, as well as 
the Women's Club to which she belonged for 
60 years. Living life to the fullest without 
complaint was one of Mom's gifts. 

Perhaps the lovely wild countryside of Up- 
ton in those days couldn't provide quite ev- 
erything, because in 1947 they adopted me, 
their only daughter. Mom shared her favorite 
things in life with me, and I have unforget- 
table memories of her love of nature, chil- 
dren, and animals, and the wonderful vaca- 
tions on Cape Cod or in the old inns of 
Maine and Vermont that we shared. In re- 
turn I gave she and Dad two beautiful grand- 
daughters, Sarah and Jennifer. 

In the last 15 years since Dad died on 
November 21, 1978 Mom in true New England 
style has kept herself very occupied, refu- 
sing to be beat by sorrow or any other condi- 
tion. She was town librarian in Upton for 
twelve years, and after retirement was invi- 
ted to tell stories to local children in the 
various schools and libraries. She was 80 
years old by this time, but true to herself 


was unwilling to slow down or let life go by 
without her. Her career as a storyteller be- 
came well known in the area, and many news- 
paper articles were written about the remark- 
able elderly woman who inspired and enter- 
tained children with her rich experience of 
life. Once when she was walking down a schoo 
corridor, a mother passed with her small boy. 
The child saw Mom and she heard him say 
"That's the lady who reads stories without a 
book!". 

That was Mom's very special talent--shar- 
ing a wholesome, affectionate interpretation 
of life as she had learned it from God and 
Nature in the woods where she spent so much 
of her time, always with a faithful dog trot- 
ting nearby. Her love and respect for grow- 
ing things was reflected in her affection 
for the growing mind of a young child. 

When she wasn't sharing her stories and 
humor, she was very much her own person, with 
an extraordinary calm inner life that was en- 
viable to those of us who are easily rattled 
by the stresseS of the late 20th century. Mom 
did not allow herself to be rattled; she 
took things calmly and, when necessary, with 
courage. I think what an enhancement that 
must have been to her stories, she knew that 
the secret of acquiring a rich inner life 
must be passed from one generation to the 
next. 

Regardless of weather, Mom walked through 
her beloved woods every morning well into 
her 80's, her dog Chippy always at her side. 
Like Thoreau, Mom lived deliberately, and 
like him she often did so in the woods-- 
though being a good Yankee Baptist, she most 
likely would have had some interesting ar- 
guments with him on other subjects! Above 
all she was an individual in the purest 
sense; she liked to do things her own way, 
and she enjoyed a tremendous instinct for 
self-preservation. For quite some time she 
defied the laws of illness and aging by sim- 
ply willing herself to heal, drawing again 
on that inner life and a good old New England 
stubborness. 

Mom's life was a long, well-spent, and hap- 
py one. She did not transform the earth with 
her presence, rather she drew so much from 
it, and by doing so added immeasurably to 
the simple grace of every-day living. She 
affected each of us in the process. During 
her long life she was witness to some of the 
most extraordinary inventions and events of 
a tumultuous century. Through everything 
she had the same quiet strength and charm 
that helped all of us live through them too. 
Some of Emerson's words on Man and Nature 
seem perfect for Mom (I will adapt them slight 


ly.) 
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He said, 


"The lover of nature is she whose in- 
ward and outward senses are still tru- 
ly adjusted to each other; who has re- 
tained the spirit of infancy even into 
the era of womanhood." 


She was dearly loved and will be missed by us 
all, including Chippy. 


YOUR SMILE 
by Jeanette Martino Land 


Your smile is always with me, 
Although we're miles apart. 
It brightens my days with sunshine 
And warms my lonely heart. 


I miss all the special times 

We shared throughout the years. 

We were there for one another, 
In laughter and in tears. 


Your smile is always with me, 
To light my world anew. 
And your smile is so contagious, 
Now I am smiling, too! 


Courtesy of 


Mary Burr 


SORE “HISORTC “INNO VAT TONS 


~“3ixth racers Ln) Mrs ecouturess 
class at Macy School celebrated Bell - 
inghem,s 275th anniversary by creat- 
ing applehead dolls of historic citi- 
zens..The students did research that 
le dg to discoveries of early contri- 
butors to Bellingham, and an appreci-- 
ation of a rich heritage. 

Qn disvlay were some »rominent 
townsveonle of the past; Richard Be Bell- 

ingham, John Milton Thayer, “Edwin ~ 
Tuttle; Euclid Fleuette, Teborah 
Samoson, “Hatti Littlefield and 
Alfred Pouliot to name a few. 

we were pleased to be invited to 
Vliewotheir aisplay. ja... 

Also at this time, another pro- 
ject was posted on the wall in the 
cafeteria .a large monopoly-lixe 
game(created by some of the parents). 
It could actually be played by the 
Students. Instead of buying kennsyl- 
vania R.R. you coulc buy the Keystone 
Bridge; you could buy the Tavern House 


St..Brendan*s/Churchtéor the. Towm Hall 
in place 


PeoeUtidat 


Instead of Baltic or Atlantic 
Ave., you might end up on Pony Court 
or Horseshoe lrive or wethersfiela 
Road} y , 


It was a sicturseque and novel 
idea, well thought out. While travel 
ing arounc the board one could also 
learn more about the town of Belling- 
ham ana have fun at the same time.. 
vongrats on your hara work!!! 

What a pleasure to «now that 
school-age children were aware of anc 
participated in our anniversary cel- 
SD Cau ON oct ae 
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KEOUGH SCHOOL REUNION: 


Members of Bellingham High School classes 


from 1939-1963, are invited to a gala reunion 


to be held on Saturday, April 29, 1995. All 
of these graduates attended the James J. Ke- 
ough School, on Harpin Street in Bellingham. 
The reunion will take place at the Nipmuc 


pparad Ballroom at Lakeview Park in Mendon, 
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James J. Keough School, formerly Bellingham High 
School, on Harpin Street. 


Joyce Mowry is one of the organizers of the 
reunion. Although Joyce now makes her home 
in Mendon, she has many fond memories of Bel- 
lingham. Joyce is well known in the area for 
her paintings. She has completed three spe- 
cial paintings, depicting scenes in Belling- 
ham. Two of these paintings show the "Thayer 
Store" and the "Saw Mill at Box Pond". The 
third, has only recently been unveiled, on 
December 18, 1994 - at the 100th Anniversary 
of Bellingham's Public Library. It was a 
painting of Bellingham's first library, which 
was located in the Emerson Eldredge home on 
South Main Street. 
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OUR SCHOOL 


(from 1940 Epilogue) 

To some, our school building is just another edifice, another architectural achievement. 
To us it is most precious, for this construction represents our second “home”; it is so closely 
allied to our hearts and to our lives that no matter where we shall be, or what we shall do, 
there will always be a constant affection for our own beloved Alma Mater. 
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Bellingham High School (Keogh School), Class of 1961, waves a 
fond "goodbye". 


Plans for the "Keough Reunion" are moving 
along swiftly. Organizers have many ideas 
in the works. Toward this end, the Histori- 
cal Commission has been requested to open the 
Historic Center and Museum on Saturday, April 
29, 1995 from 1-4 pm. The museum will be 
opened to welcome past Bellingham graduates 
back to the town of their alma mater. The 
expected crowd of Keough graduates is around 
300. Although not everyone will make it to 
the museum, the Historical Commission hopes 
to see many “old friends". Joyce Mowry has 
offered to let us display her work on this 
day. 

The Historical Commission would like to 
take this opportunity to make a plea of our 
own. We would like to ask anyone with any 
memoribilia from Bellingham (that they are 
willing to part with), to donate it to our 
growing museum collection. Why not share 
it, instead of storing it away in some at- 
tic? Such items as school photos, yearbooks 
pictures of Bellingham or town social events 
etc., would be greatly appreciated. 

Joyce Mowry says there are plans for a gi- 
ant reunion in the year 2000. She hopes to 
get all the graduates from Keough 1939-1963 
and the Bellingham Memorial High School1964- 
present, together for what she is calling a 
"Grand Reunion". It is touted as "Plan 2000. 
To pull it off, Joyce needs HELP! She would 
like to hear from anyone interested in giv- 
ing some time and energy to this project. 
She especially needs volunteers from the 
classes of the '70s,'80s, and '90s. To con- 
tact her, use this address; 26 Quisset Rd., 
Mendon, MA. 01756. Let's make it happen! 
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A feature in which 
we pay tribute to 
the history of our 
neighbors. 
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MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


lthough it was not incorporated until April Lhe : 
ide peateninee in ancient times. * 780, Milford had 

As a result of a petition by Braintree residents, the Great & Gen- 
eral Court granted "a plantation eight miles square at 'Netmooke, ' 
later Mendon. The land was purchased from the Indians, and deeded 
September 8, 1662. } Ay 

A portion of Mendon was set off on April 11, 1780 to form the 
new Town of Milford. It is reasonable to assume that Milford's name 
was derived from one of the several fording places at Mill River; 
there seems to be no Indian lore or famous personage being involved 
in the naming process. 4 are 

This territory, the "Quinshipaug Plantation," was the farthest 
outpost of civilization" from Medfield, and it was for the area's 
meadows and farmland that the pioneers were willing to risk danger 
and hardship to come here. 


On May 15, 1667, the Town of Mendon (anciently called Mendham) , 
was established. By 1719, parts of Mendon were being whittled away 
to form the new towns of Bellingham, Uxbridge, and Upton. 

_ At the time of its incorporation, Milford had a population of 
about 750, with approximately 150 legal voters. There were 120 
dwellings, and the only public building in town was the meeting 
house. This meeting house achieved the distinction of being one of 
the few such buildings of the time to be enlarged by cutting it in 
half, and inserting a new section into its middle. 


There were no schools in the 1780 Milford, and there would be none 
until around 1790. 

While Milford's topography and soil“’were favorable for agricul- 
ture, manufacturing took an early and growing place in the town's 
economy. 

Starting in 1830, textiles, boots, furniture, tinware, 
chemicals and clothing were prominent in_manufacturing. 

Important as these industries were, Milford became noted for its 
granite industry; some of the most important buildings in the United 
States were constructed using Milford Pink Granite. The quarries 
had huge work sheds with equipment capable of turning and finishing 
granite pillars weighing tons, and of considerable length. In some 
cases, specially-built railroad cars were used to transport the slabs, 
pillars and blocks. _ 

- Milford, like most New England towns of its era no longer has the 
bustling industry it once had, but its illustrious past is well rep- 
sented in the Milford of today. FDD 


straw goods, 
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TAKING A MUSICAL JOURNEY: 


"Music and song are like air, we : 
cannot live without them" was how | 
Gail Gallagher introduced her show 
"Say It With Music", to the audience | 
October 19,.1994 at the Bellingham | 
Public Library. Once again, this pro; 
gram was made possible by a grant fro 
local, state, and national Cultural 
Councils. 

Gallagher related songs to "chap- 


ters in the history book of the heart! 
She said the music of each era dis- |} 
tinctly portrayed what was happening 
at that time. 
musical journey through the 1920's- 


1950's, this theme was aptly illustra+ 


ted. i 
The 1920's were an optimistic time. | 


The war was over, the economy was ( 
booming and ragtime roared. The ss 


est of all celebrants was born-the 
flapper. The songs of this time re- ; 
flected this good feeling- "Wild A- |} 
bout Harry", "Everybody Loves My Ba- ! 
by", "Cream in My Coffee", "Yes, We 
Have No Bananas" and "Ain't We Got 
Fun". 

With the 1930's came winds of chang 
A major depression threatened. Peo- 
ple were looking for comfort and sol- 
ace. Music helped them leave their 
troubles behind for awhile- "Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes", "I Won't Dance 
Mister with You", "Heaven, I'm in Hea 
ven" and "Night and Day " all crammed 


the airwaves. 
The 1940's ushered in the era of 


"Swing". It was WWII and songs reach 
ed out to all of us, helped us keep 
our sense of humor and taught us how 
to wait- "Don't Sit Under the Apple 
Tree with Anyone Else But Me". Also, 
there were songs for America's new 
way Of life, songs that touched all 
facets of a changing world- "Rosie 
the Riveter" was "making history wor- 
king for victory". There were songs 
for those of us waiting at home too- 
"Seeing You in All the Old Familiar 
Places". Swing gave way to "Boogie 
Woogie" music. The Army and the beat 
linked up to give us "Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy". 

A revolution in music took place 
during the 1950's. It was the advent 
of "Rock and Roll", which had a pro- 


f 
\ 
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As the audience took ath 
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found affect on musical history. 
With the rise of the youth culture 
after the war, such songs as "Rock 
Around the Clock" and "Don't Step on 
my Blue Suede Shoes" were introduced 
and embraced. Feelings of overex= 
citement prevailed- "Great Balls of 
Firevn 
"Rock and Roll" may have been here 
to stay, but another musical form 
was also very popular during the 
1950's. Songs from the Broadway 
stage dominated the charts. Music 
from "My Fair Lady", "West Side Stor- 
y" and "Fiddler on the Roof" was all 
a huge hit. The voice of new immi- 
grants was also joining the popular 
culture- "I Like to be in America", 
"Officer Crumpley", "Traditions" and 
“La Chiam". 
During the show Gallagher donned 

several costumes to help enhance the 
performance. At some piont during 


the show she was dressed as each of 
the following: a flapper, a gypsy, 

soldier, an old dour matron and an 

Irish immigrant. All these charac- 
terizations added flair and under- 

standing to each periods musical her- 
itage. 

Gallagher is a very talented vocal- 
ist, to be sure. However the success 
of the show also hinged upon the abi- 
lities of her accompanists. Janet 
Hood literally danced her fingers o- 
ver the piano's keyboard, mesmeriz- 
ing the audience with her gifted per- 


formance. 


a 


Bellingham was very lucky to have 
two such accomplished entertainers 
to captivate us on this special night. 
We found that songs had many great 
things to tell us about life and love 
in all their many forms. 3 
to do, 


All we have 
oles cel. 


QUESTIONS? & ANSWERS! A LOT OF PEOPLE 

. A lot of people are like wheelbarrows, not 
Question: We recently visited a | good unless pushed. 
very old house, and were intrigued |Some are like canoes, they have to be 
by the timbers and framing. How did| paddled. 
our early builders do their work? {Some are like kites, if you don't keep a 
string on them they fly away. 
Answer: To treat this subject com- |Some are like footballs, you can't tell 
pletely would take a book. In fact, |which way the'll bounce next. 
several books have been written and|Some are like balloons, full of air and 
may be available in your local ready to blow up. 
library. Be sure to look for books {Some are like a good watch, opened faced, 
written by Eric Sloane, for more on{| Pure gold, quietly busy and full of good 
this subject. Pt works. 

Briefly, the tools used by our 
early crafstmen were few and simple JUST BEAUTIFUL 

They used an adze - similar in  |AS we road by the Sawmill River 
appearance to our present grub-hoe ~Can you imagine what greeted our sight? 
to shape and sqaure rafters and /Beautiful white swans in pairs, in groups, 
heavy timbers. | and in the inlets 

Augers were used for hole bor- 0h! what a delight. 
ing, and chisels made of iron and | 
sharpened to exceptional keenness [How regal was their beauty, 
squared out holes for mortise and [As they swam in the water they loved; 
tenon joints. ‘I marveled at their splendor, 

Coarse-toothed saws and axes cut |With the blue, blue sky above. 
boards and timbers to length. 

Clapboards and shingles, when 
they came into use, were made by 
splitting logs with iron or wooden 
wedges, hammered into place with 
wooden mallets. 

Mechanization was rather slow in 
coming to the housewright and car- 
penter trades. 

Water power was readily availa- 
ble, but before using it, a system f 
of making boards and timbers called § 
"pit sawing'' was used, Two men, 4 
using a long coarse-toothed saw did === 
the work - one in a pit in the | Hong ee” 


/ The freshman class of the high 
BrOnney and the other on a platform ' school oP in the number of 


Green grass greeted our eyesight 
As did forsythia (the golden bell) 
Daffodils, Jonquils and Hyacinths 
All of which I love so well. 

by 
Phebe M. Lundvall 


Mrs. Hunter was 
correspondent of 

a local newspaper 
in the late 1930's 
and early 1940's. 


Bellingham 
Edited by 
MRS. JOHN L. HUNTER 


Scott Hill Road 
T 213-14 


above pullea the Saw up and down. members on the honor roll for 

i i i September and October. The honor 

But mechanization did OMe: and roll is as fellows: Freshman, Wil- 
eles of the finest examples of an liam Foley. Walter Hogarth, Flor- || 


1830's sawmill can be seen at Stur- |<nce Mocnex, Gerdon Curtis, Wine || 

bridge Village ifred Tyndall, Theresa Houde, Don- 

E pie ald Thcmas, Lorraine Callery, 

A water-powered sawmill is in Deminick Wesolewski, Jehn Hunt- 

actual operation there. with an up er, Richard White, Luiggia Culbel- |» 
’ 


° ls, and Hazel White; sophomcres, 
and down saw cutting through logs 


i 


Wyman Cook, Constance Godin. | 
Dtrimeme Guilbeault, Claire Guy- 


Be make boards and timbers aaa ette, John Kozak. Kashiner Mich- a 
But they never did mechanize the |atewski and Georze Sarakin; jun- 
BOZC..5 > 5 iors, Audrey Brcwn, Frances Co- 


wen, Mary DiPietro, Ruth Dore, 
FDD Inez Gieante, Anita Richards, Mary) aS 
Thomas and George Whiting; sen-|» 
icrs, Edna Boudreau, Adele Mel-; 
res, Vclando Coda, Barbara Binks, 
Leandro Rctatri, Angela Gigante, 
Galrielie Martel, Rosamond Burr. 
and Gilbert Houde; pest graduates. 
Esther Foley, Marion Hogarth and 
Edith Pratt. 
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PENNY CANDY 


"A penny saved is a penny 
earned!" Do you remember as a kid 
when a penny-in-your-pocket meant 
you were rich?? When was the last 
time you spent -a-penny for a piece 
of candy? How old were you---4,6,8, 
or 10? Can you even remember?...Toda 
the prices in the stores range from 
e544 to 51.00 

Back in the 30's and 40's local 
stores always had a penny candy sec- 
tion--Thayer's Berry's(in 1930 Ber- 


penny candy counter) in the cen- 
ter of town; John's and Camp's 
in the northern part; and a stores 
beside Assumption church, was it |. 
Vadeboncoeur's?? in the south. j 
Can you remember standing in 

front of those enclosed glass 
Gasesjectying to make a choice?? 


} buds there seems —[t. 
' #4} Country in ee 
Probably the most difficult task of When ‘you and I' 


your, day. Well, 
jJOg your memory; 
A penny could certainly buy you 
a moment or two of"sublime pleasure" 
Just imagine a nice big chunk of 


I'm going to try and 


Puggeeers your mouth watering???? 
How about BICOTICe Sticks 
taffy 
| HOT balls 
ope peppermint sticks 
Ly mint juleps 


banana fingers 
molasses kisses 
tootsie rolls 
Sugar daddy 
- candy cigarettes 
fees used the tips for lip- 
jelly beans stick) 
orange slices 
caramel rings 
jaw breakers 
crack: Cormnh 
malt balls 
root beer barrels 
Necco wafers 
tootsie pops 
Squirrel bars 
Spearmint leaves 
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in some vacation 
children who had 
cious pennies so that they could 
'splurge' at the penny candy count- 
er. Today, the children are 
much more likely to need a r 
dollar or more. ul 
While traveling to the cepe 
not long ago we passed South Middle- 


spots catered to 
saved their pre- 


\g “web 


boro Country Store(one that had 
seen better days). There was a big 
Sign filling the plate glass win- 
dow PENNY CANDY. I wondered did 
they have any for sale or was the 
Sign just another reminder that all 


around us the world is changing? 
There are a few places that 
Stu Cater to the, voung-at— 

“ heart: The Mendon Country 
\=“parn: the Country Store in 
Mansfield. When it comes to taste 
to be some 


oOLeusi. 


were younger 
a voenny was a precious possession. 


Today you find them on the ground 
just as if they'c been thrown away. 
say they 
oennies 


I have heard’ 20-somethings' 


| & ~ Funny, 
that sroblem?= 
E —"Anc youth, that’ S “now so bravely : 


Con sbelice .to."carry, 
around--"they're too heavy". 
we never seemed to have 


s sending 
Will beg a penny by and by." 


ETA 


when 
but 


"It's easy to be pleasant, 
everything goes like a song, 

the man worthwhile is the man 
who can smile when everything 
goes wrong." 


—-Anon. 
KKK KKKKKKEKKRKEKEKEKEKKRKEKKEKE 


I'll never believe at this point that 


you're not remembering the feel, the 
taste, etc. and wishing you @& 
emuLd Dring, 1t all back. 


Back in the 60's stores 


When Was the LAST Time You....... 
shined your shoes? 
turned a collar or cuffs? 


Garned a sock? 
hung the wash outdoors? 


mace a caxe from scratch? 
wore a nair of rubbers?” 
walxeu 1 mile? 

reac 2 complete boo? 
chopped wood for a fire? 
mace soup? 


hanc-turnea a garden’ 


mowed your lawn with a push-mowe 


put money INTO your savings acct% 


canned/>reservec fruit or veg.? 


votec in an election? 

chonpved down your Amas tree? 
baked bread”? 

hearée the term "store-bought"? 


Saw 2 nurse wWith.a “cao',on’? 
Gid WITHOUT til you aPtoPa ait 0 
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LOOKING FOR 


The Bellingham Historical Commis 
tion is looxing for old-time Belling- 


ham rictures; pictures that have been } 


‘stashed-away’ in boxes or trun«s, in 
closets or cellars or attics.. 

'e alreacy own some beautiful 
oictures but sense there are many 


more out there. So we're anpealing to | 
you, our readers, many of whom wereor 


are resicents of Bellingham... 
We're interested in »ictures of 
families, animals, scenes, buildings, 


etc. If you would send them to us, we | 


would copy them and then return them 
to you. Please identify the »ictures 
with names or deccri»tions and be sur 
to inc'uce your name and address. 
Thanks for any help in this 
enceavor. 


a Tee 


Bellingham Historical vVomm. 


LONATIONS 


Harland UooK 
William Chattaway 

Ila sneeden 

(in memory or Francis sneecen) 
uillian Yorx 
Orlando Divrietro 
walter-Helen liostek 
Edwarc-hargaret iicUleary 
t.l.lonovan 
Alice Strom 
luarla  _esrosiers 
hits, varl woriverstone 
Toni ?icariello 
Richard-Yolanda Chattaway 
Anna-ueon Gadoury 
June (Hall )iierricx 
Rita siathewson-'susanne Gloc«ner 
Alice taladini 
Martin-Julia Glocxner 
lLouglas-xuth varr 
Lorothy Spencer 
Joan wheeler 

noy-Audrey Reiad— 1n memory 
rhyllis Rhoces Pdward-! orothy Reid 
aileen «enyon 
Luvia(€00k)Labrecque 
Irving-"oris Xing 
Daniel J. Ranieri 


‘ATeephone to Talk Across 
{he Océao. 


THE LONG DISTANCE 
THLEFHONE C0. 


Organized under the Laws of New York, July, 1884. 
President—L. B. CL es, New York. 
Vice-President—K. R. WIGGIN, Boston. 

seeehgae and Treasurer—CYRUS CLARK, Nee 


etomers and Counsel—FITHIAN & OLARK. New 


Directors—Charles *M. Groves, Vice-President of 
Bank of the coe tee New York. 
Charies H. ‘I. Collis, of Collis & Levy, New York. 
Jobn Il. Reed, of Bates, Reed & Me tee New York. 
Hi. C. Skinner, of Mazen, Todds & Co., New York. 
Willium Foster, “Be late President Mctropolitan & 
R. R. Co., New Yor 
roo Clark, late Be Olark, Pardee, Bates & Co., New 


L. B. Clark, New York. 
fhe H. Freeland, of Freeland, Loomis & Co, 

oston. 

E. RK. Wiggin, Boston. 

Offices, 53 Broadway. New York. 

Conversation has been carried on successfully by the 
use of this telephone between Chicago and aa es 
a distance of ONE THOUSAND DTEN M 

There is road te doubt that, as soon a§ it jon a 
tested, we shall be able to talk with Europe. 

For all facts relating to this wonderful machine, 

apply at the office of the company as above, or to 
ORIN SHERMAN, 40 Congress st., Toston, ‘Mass, 


--boston Herald -Advertiser 
October 139+ 


a 


OLDEIZVeSS 


Awhile back, on a visit to the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, D.C., I was intrigu- 
ed by a display of old television sets. It 
seems to me that today, TV's are taken for 
granted, because they are common. But I won- 
dered, what it must have been like to remem- 
ber actually adding a television to a house- 
hold. The following information was culled 
from a conversation with Donald Burlingame 
of Bellingham, and Jim Cullen of Whitinsville 
I would like to thank these gentlemen, for 
Sharing their reminiscences with me. CMM 


It was in the late 1940's and early 1950's, 
that television took America by storm. To 
be a member of the family with the antenna on 
your roof, was a status maker. "You made 
sure your best friend had three things... a 
baseball, a football and a television set" 
is how Don put it. Jim recalls picking up 
his future wife for a date, and seeing her 
younger siblings and a neighborhood of chil- 
dren all over the livingroom, staring intent- 
ly at the TV screen. He said that his Moth- 
er-in-Law, to be at that time, had towels 
draped on all the furniture. She didn't 
mind the extra kids, but wanted to protect 
her home too! 


from a 1950's magazine. 


‘Lega ) ee 
Tuctone top-tuning 21° table model (202425) ... . $169.95 


The TV's of those days were very primitive 
compared to today's models. They had green- 
ish tinted screens when not operating. When 
they were on, they only broadcast in black 
and white. The screens were much smaller in 
dimension also. They were rounded with a 
bevelled surface. To tune in channels, the 
Operator had to use a radio-like dial. 

Philco televisions had a circular screen. 
Motorola's were known to interfere with the 
reception on other TV's in the neighborhood. 
But, no matter how many problems TV Bere | 
Created, people didn't mind. Either the set 
was in the repair shop every week, or a re- 
Dairman was at the house. The TV repairman 
use to come with a case of tubes, because 
most often, it was the picture tube causing 
the problem. Jim said he got used to seeing 
the repairman at his house, like it was no- 
thing out of the ordinary, he was there so 
often! 


An old advertisement 


-li- 


AL'S iV SHOP 
and Antenna Installation 


ALBERT GUILBEAULT 


307 Diamond Hill Road 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island 


TV 


This same picture and information was in many 
of Bellingham's High School yearbooks, through- 
out the 1950's. 


"Where there is a will, there is a way", as 
the saying goes. Right from the start, in- 
ventive people, were figuring out ways to 
enhance TV viewing. A tri-colored cellophane 
piece, with a blue strip on top, a red strip 
in the middle and a green strip on the bot- 
tom, was sold. It was put on the TV screen 
to simulate color television. If the pic- 
ture was the sky on top, people in the mid- 
dle and the ground on the bottom- it might 
look right. But, some pretty funny things 
happened, as you can imagine. Another pro- 


/ duct which could be purchased, was a magnify- 


ing glass which could be propped in front of 


| the TV screen; this enlarged the picture. 


‘This picture shows the Smithsonian's display 


Werks Ly 
of old television sets. If you look close 
at the picture, you will notice that the 2nd 
and 5th TV's from the right, on the bottom 
shelf — have the magnifier enhancer on them. 


Television truly was a technology that chan- 
ged the world. Back in the beginning of tel- 
evision, who would have even dreamed of some 
of the advances we will be introduced to, 1n 
the years ahead. Are you prepared to experl- 
ence virtual reality????? CMM 


7th Grade----SOULH SCHOOL--- -L95L 
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7th Grade Pupils- Courtesy of Adolpha Yerka 


1.Mr.Deragon, janitor 11.Edward Surette 21.Brenda Worral 
2.Leon Henrara 12.Charles beaureguara 22.Vivian. Brisson 
3.Tonald Houle 13.Raymond rhodes 23.Doris Gladu 
4.Emile Masse 14.Joseph LiFietro 24.Patricia Yerxa 
5.Raymond Marcet 15.Robert Mowry 25.Cecile Trudeau 
6.Robert Brunelle 16.June Savaria 26.Gladys Gaudini 
7.Joseph Scaccia L7eGarolimuockilin 27.Edwin Deschamps 
8.Rene Cote L8.Uaro! Velati1 28.Patricia LaRose 
9.Thomas Torrello 19.Georgette Berube 29.Thomas Duprex 

10.Rene Dufresne 2neGarol Cha'nlin 30.biuriel Dalpe 

31.Ronald Bernech 32.Norina Fierannunzi 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 


Just in from Schafer Nursery- 


Afghan Update: 
Over 200 ‘limited edition’ collectible 


afghans have been sold. Order your 
‘initial weaving’ heirloom, NOW! 


YO Vy Ty Yh Y, VOD RE a5 7, D - 
LEE LYE 


7 ME 


The Historical Commission has received 
numerous inquiries on how to get a Copy of 
"Bellingham, Massachusetts: 1995 Historic 
Guide", which was our "Recommended Reading" 
in issue #127 of the Crimpville Comments. 
Here is the necessary information: 

Books are available from the author, 
Ernest Taft, 31 Depot Ct., Bellingham. 
They can also be purchased at the museum 
between 1 and 4 PM on Sundays. 


ee TS 


On April 29, 1995 the Historical Commission}. 
will be opening the museum building. This i 
date is a Saturday,and the museum is usually H 
not: open. But, this is the day of the big | 


Keough High School reunion. The museum will | Give a PRESENT of the PAST 


be open for those returning to town, who wish , 
to take "a stroll down memory lane". The mu- as you HELP the Friends of: 


seum will be open from 1-4 pm. | MUSIC... HISTORY... the LIBRARY 
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WHY LS IT? 
A new and improved product is never as good 
as the original? 
Products you've used and liked have been 
discontinued? 
You take a larger shoe size when you get 
older? 
Someone you haven't seen in years and would 
like to visit with shows up just as you're 
ready to leave to keep an important appoint- 
ment? 
Someone you can't wait to see at a class re- 
union walks by and you don't recognize them? 
A quick shower comes up and all the windows 
are open and you can't get home to shut them? 
You run out of gas when you are fartherest 
from a service station? 
Your car always dies on a lonely road where 
there's very little traffic? 
You get a flat tire before you remember you 
forgot to get the spare fixed? 
You always say or do something stupid when 
you're trying to make a good impression? 
When you drop a coin in a nearly empty 
church it spins around for a minute before 
you can retrieve it? 
It always rains after you've washed the 
windows? 
Something always goes wrong when you're bak- 
ing a special cake? 
Something sticky always get spilled on a just 
washed and waxed kitchen floor? 
The toilet floods when you've got a houseful 
of company? 
Other people's children are not as well be- 
haved as your own? 
A repair man always comes a day or more after 
he said he would? 
The lights go out in the middle of the night 
at the same time the battery goes dead in 
your standby clock? 
You're reading a great book and find several 
pages missing? 
When you put something away and want it a 
week later it's never where you thought you 
put it? f 
You're ina mess and company arrives? 
Your special roll of film is the one that 
gets lost at the developers? 
The telephone dies when you're expecting an 
important call? 
Your son isn't in school and you watched him 
get on the bus? 
Your favorite dish is the one that gets 
dropped? 
Your glasses break on a weekend? 
You lose a dental filling on the weekend? 
The nicest looking apple contains the worm? 
Your favorite TV show in always the one inte- 


rrupted with a news bulletin? 
F.M.M. 


| Exelina Landry 


DEATHS 
Hector 'Pete' Petrin 

Wilfred G. Boulay Hazel (Bussell) Carey 
Francis Sneeden 

Dorothy Gayer 

Martha Ridolfi 

Leon Gadoury 

William F. Froment 

Hazel Forsberg 

Dwight L. Watson 

Beulah V. Pleau 

Marshall F. Cowen Sr. 
Dorothy (Breen) VanOydfol 
Jeannette DiPietro 

Cecilia F. Ouillette 
William D. Allie 

Patricia L. Jenkins 

Morton S. Schafer 

Alcide Bruneau 

Mavis Evelyn Dufresne 
Aram A. Cote 

Lionel J. Paquin 


Laura J. Haven-Smith 
Elaine M. (Rose) Brown 
Arthur Mitchell 

Hazel E. Schwenker 
Edgar L. Peneau 
Roger Arcand 
Peter Matheson 


Mary C. (Antosh) Poirier 


FEBRUARY 


MONTH 


OF 


PRESIDENTS 


-|4- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 


My wife and I do enjoy reading the Crimp- 
ville Comments. The stories and pictures 
bring back many memories. I would like to 
see the museum in the old library building. 
I remember well the day it moved from the 
school to the new building. I recall May 
Cook and all the help she gave me. Ata 
later date, my mother served as librarian 
for a number of years. 

I enjoy reading the letters from former 
residents-I knew some of them very well. 

I am enclosing a check to help with print- 
ing of the Comments. I do wish it could 
come out more often. Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 
Albert and Ellen Spencer 


Enclosed is a check in memory of my hus- 
band, Francis P. Sneeden, who died on Octo- 
ber 5, 1994. 

Please use it to help continue the Crimp- 
ville Comments. I enjoy it very much, and 
hope to be able to write something to send 
you in the near future. 

Sincerely, 
Jean Sneeden 


Have been enjoying the Crimpville Comments 
for quite some time. Keep up the good work. 


Nothing like the "Good Ole Days", even though 


we all struggled. We want to make a contri- 
bution to help with the expenses. Keep on 
printing! 
Sincerely, 
Leo and Aldora Lataille Robidoux 


I really enjoy receiving the Crimpville 
Comments. I really did love Bellingham, 
and had a multitude of very good friends 
there. Many of them still drop me a line 
once in awhile, and let me know what's go- 
ing on there. 

Enclosed is a check...which you can put 
toward a printing of the Crimpville Com- 
ments.... 

Ned McCleary 


Just to let you know my dear husband Carl 
Silverstone, passed away some time back. 
He enjoyed this paper so much. When we vis- 
ited in MA, he wanted to see a friend, so 
we went to a little store where he was, and 


he said he would be sending it(the Comments). 


It was Ed Sawyer. 
I never lived in Massachusetts, but I do 


enjoy much in this little paper, then I send 


it on to Carl's daughter in California.. 
I thank you so much for all the joy you 


gave him. Thank you, 


Mrs. Carl Silverstone 
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My congratulations to you on your wonder- 
ful publication-always interesting, always 
informative. I especially enjoyed your fea- 
ture articles entitled "Things I Miss-Things 
I Don't Miss" and “Stranded on the Alien 
Shores of Time". At 24 years old, it's 
hard for me to imagine a world in which men 
took their hats off if a lady stepped into 
an elevator; and people dated before they 
mated; and children were punished for saying 
"darn". But I guess those days weren't 
really so long ago. It's nice to be remind- 
ed of that by those who actually lived it, 
and are more than willing to tell us about 
lite 

Respectfully, 
Angela D. Tooley 


Enjoy very much the Crimpville Comments. 
Even though I've only been back there twice 
in 42 years, the latest 3 years ago. I still 
have many fond memories of times past. 

Please send future issues. Thank you. 

Yours, 
Bill Chattaway, Jr. 


The enclosed is to go toward the 
Crimpville Comments, in memory of my 
father and mother, Edward M. and Dor- 
othy V. Reid. My wife, Audrey, and I 
enjoy the "Comments" a great deal. 

Roy E.M. Reid 
Cheshire, CT 


Received my copy of the Comments and 
enjoyed it, as usual. Too bad they are 
so far apart. I hope this small check 
will be of some help... The Comments are 
like getting a little bit of home. Good 
luck with future issues. I can see the 
town is still changing like a_ kaleido- 
scope, but as they say, "change is good". 
Happy New Year. May it be a success for 
the Comments. 


Dorothy Spencer 


Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common St. 
Bellingham, MA 02019 
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OLD TIME HOME REMDIES 


Chicken soup fights a cold. 

4 tsp. baking soda in warm water for gas or 
heartburn. 

2 tsps. honey and 2 tsps. apple vinegar in 
real warm water twice daily for arthritis. 
Add minced garlic to food to lower high 
blood pressure. 

A mustard plaster on one's chest tends to 
break up a chest cold. 

a piece of vera aloe planf rubbed on a burn 
will reduce or stop the pain. 

Catnip tea for a colicky baby. 

Salt and warm water gargle for a sore throat. 


A poultice of salt pork will draw out a sliver 


or draw infection from a cut. 

A tablespoon of lemon juice for hiccups. 
Warm castor Oil on gause applied 3 times 
daily will get rid of warts. 

Yogurt treatment for canker sores in mouth. 
Syrup of onions, sugar and water ffor a cough. 


Bleach water dabbed on poison ivy will dry 
a Metab oF 

Dried tomato leaves hung in all rooms will 
rid the house of flies, mosquitoes and 
spiders. 

A little meat tenderizer mixed with water 
and dabbed with cotton on a bee sting will 
keep swelling down and lessen pain. 

Chew a whole clove for a breath freshner. 
Cornstarch for diaper rash. 

Oil of cloves for a tooth ache. 


| Flaxseed poultice for boils. 


Prunes or rhubarb for constipation. 

Baking soda for tooth powder. 

Herbal tea for sleeping - 1 oz. dried pepp- 
ermint leaves, 1 Tbsp. rosemary and 1 tsp. 
sage. Mix and keep in refrigerator. Use 

1 heaping tsp. of mixture to a cup of boil- 
ing water. Steep one minute, strain, sweet- 
en with honey and sip slowly. 


F.M.M. 


Junk is the thing you keep for 10 years and 
sell in a yard sale two days before you need 


tks 


When you're 20 you want to change the world. 


When you're 30 you want to change the country. 


When you're 40 you want to change the neigh- 
borhood. 

When you're 50 you want to change your luck. 

When you're 60 you just want to change the 
sheets. 


"The soul if it is kept clear, thé 
heart if it is kept warm, will pre- 
serve our youth long after physi- 
cal old age has come upon us." 

EDITH SITWELL 
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